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September 5, 2012 
 
Professor Rajit Manohar  
School of Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Cornell University 
330 Rhodes Hall 
Ithaca, NY 14853 
 
Dear Professor Manohar, 
 
It has come to our attention that you have recently accepted an invitation to teach Physical 
Computing, at the new CornellNYC Tech campus scheduled to begin operations in New York 
City next spring.  We also realize that you have been involved in the academic planning for the 
campus since before the City even accepted the proposal.  While we understand how exciting 
this new career opportunity may seem to you, we at New Yorkers Against the Cornell-Technion 
Partnership (NYACT) are very concerned not simply that you have agreed to teach and conduct 
research at this new campus but that you have done so in apparent disregard for the grave 
implications of doing so. 
 
NYACT is a nationwide group of academics and activists which formed in early 2012 in critical 
response to New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg's announcement that Cornell University 
and its partner, The Technion - Israel Institute of Technology, had won a bid for a massive new 
applied sciences and technology campus to be built on Roosevelt Island.  Perhaps you are 
unaware that this agreement was made behind closed doors, without consulting staff and faculty 
at Cornell. The public, $100 million of whose taxpayer money has been promised to fund the 
Partnership, was never given full information about the plan, nor was it told just how complicit 
The Technion is in Israel's violations of international law and Palestinian human rights. 
 
The Technion designs military weapons and develops technologies that are used to destroy 
Palestinian houses, farms, businesses and government buildings, expropriate their water sources, 
drive them off their land, suppress demonstrations for their rights, and carry out attacks against 
people in Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon and elsewhere in the region.  The Technion is thus 
directly implicated in war crimes. 
 
You may also not know that The Technion practices institutional discrimination against 
Palestinian students by severely restricting their freedom of speech and assembly and rewarding 
Jewish students who, unlike the majority of Palestinians, perform compulsory military service in 
Israel.   These facts directly contrast Cornell University's founding values of universalism and 



2 
 

 
againstcornelltechnion.wordpress.com 

 

inclusion embodied in the university's motto, "any person, any study."  Thus any collaboration 
with The Technion makes Cornell likewise complicit. 
 
In light of these implications, we strongly urge you to reconsider your acceptance of an 
employment offer from CornellNYC Tech.  It is by no means too late for you to join with the 
many academic scholars who likewise oppose the Cornell-Technion Partnership, by making the 
right decision based upon ethical values respecting human life and social justice.  We at NYACT 
are happy to discuss the matter with you in more detail and to supply you with additional 
information about the history of The Technion and Israel should you find that helpful. 
 
Knowing your background in higher education and your commitment to its principled search for 
truth, we are confident that you will take seriously the important issues raised by the Cornell-
Technion Partnership and that, in the end, you will decide against taking up any kind of 
employment capacity at CornellNYC Tech. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
New Yorkers Against the Cornell-Technion Partnership 
 


