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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Cornell Shuts Down New Ethics Concern Hotline and Website 

On April 29, 2013 at 1:00 pm (EDT), members and supporters of New Yorkers Against the 

Cornell-Technion Partnership (NYACT) telephoned Cornell University’s ethics concerns hotline 

to express their opposition to the Cornell-Technion Partnership and its questionable ethics.  At 

approximately 2:00 pm, callers were notified that the hotline was no longer taking complaints 

and that they should use an online form instead.  Shortly thereafter, at approximately, 2:30 pm, 

the online form was also shut down.  This outrageous response by the Cornell administration 

reveals the hypocrisy behind Cornell President David Skorton’s attempt to make the University 

appear transparent and open to criticism.  In light of this reaction, NYACT calls on President 

Skorton to publicly address our ethical concerns regarding Cornell’s partnership with The 

Technion.  These concerns include: 

 The Technion’s complicity in Israel’s violations of international law and the rights of 

Palestinians, specifically by designing military weapons and developing technologies that 

are used to drive Palestinians off their land, repress demonstrations for their rights, and 

carry out military attacks against people in Lebanon, Gaza, and elsewhere; 

 The Technion‘s practice of institutional discrimination against Palestinian students by 

severely restricting their freedom of speech and assembly, and rewarding Jewish students 

who, unlike most Palestinians, perform compulsory military service in Israel, all of which 

is in direct contrast to Cornell University’s founding values of universalism and inclusion 

embodied in the university’s motto “any person any study”; 

 The Partnership’s creation behind closed doors, without consulting staff, faculty, or 

students at Cornell; 

 The Partnership’s funding with $100 million of New York taxpayer money, without 

consulting residents of New York City or State; 

 The Partnership’s aim to demolish a major New York City hospital that will entail the 

unnecessary and highly disruptive displacement of countless sick and disabled patients. 

Cornell’s apparent decision to shut down its ethical concerns report service in the face of 

complaints about the highly unethical nature of its partnership with The Technion is a grave 

violation of its obligation, as a land-grant university, to the residents of New York 

State.  Moreover, it betrays Cornell’s perception of the very notion of ethics: something to boast 

about, but then simply to block and ignore when serious issues are at stake.  We ask that the 

hotline be reopened and the online ethics report form reactivated immediately, or that another 

forum for addressing ethical concerns be established as soon as possible.  If you agree, please 

contact Cornell University’s Office of the President at president@cornell.edu - and circulate this 

statement widely! 
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Sample e-mail to Cornell 

I am writing to complain about Cornell University’s apparent decision to shut down its new, 

anonymous telephone hotline (866-293-3077) and website available to report "ethical concerns" 

to the Cornell administration. Like a classic Israeli hasbara (propaganda) initiative, this decision 

flies in the face of Cornell's apparent openness to self-criticism, by ignoring serious criticisms 

from the Cornell community and beyond that Cornell itself happens to be enmeshed in a highly 

unethical partnership with The Technion, and that numerous groups and individuals have in fact 

been attempting to share our concerns with Cornell about Cornell NYC Tech since its inception 

in late 2011. Cornell’s decision is incredibly telling, as it symptomatizes the University’s 

embarrassing complicity in the war crimes and crimes against humanity committed by Israel on a 

daily basis against Palestinians, which are facilitated by the military-industrial developments 

financed and fostered by The Technion in partnership with Israeli weapons manufacturers and 

communications companies.  If Cornell is genuine about wishing to halt ethics violations by its 

faculty, staff, and students, it should immediately reopen its telephone hotline and reactivate its 

online complaint form. 

 

Contact: 

New Yorkers Against the Cornell-Technion Partnership (NYACT) 

nyact@riseup.net 

http://nyact.net 
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