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Letters

Barbara Allen Campos, Mel Allen Campos, Bubu Arya, Marilyn Atkins, Marty Atkins, Steve Bessenoff, 
Claire Blake, Barbara Brooks, Shelly Brooks, Mary Camper-Titsingh, Lorin Campos, Carol Chen, 
Gloria Cherif-Jamal, Joan Davis, Joan Digilio, John Dougherty, Wanita  Elliot, Arlise Ellis, Russell Fields, 
Jan Fund, Marisse Gardia, Gloria Gonsalves, Matthew Gonsalves,  Tiffany  Gonsalves, Angela Grant, 
 Emmanuelle Gresse, Aaron Hamburger, Teresa Hasing, Steve Heller, Kris Hwang, Ellen Jacoby, 
Todd  Jagerson, Michael Kolba, Gad Levanon, Bill Long, Mark Lyon, Mary Mangle, Hezi Mena, 
 Clinton Narine,  Sandra Narine, Halima Nooradeen, Manuela Ocampo, Rebecca Ocampo, Essie Owens, 
Florence Paau, Joan Pape,  Christina Park, Lea  Pierret-Gresse, Lucas Plaut, Ellen Polivy, Howard Polivy, 
Judy Quintana,  Ronnie Rigos, Mondira Sarkar, Ron  Schuppert, Don  Semenza, Bob Specker, Betty Spens-
ley, Joseph Terranella,  Olivia Veras,  Katherine Vithlani, Mark Wang, Nina Wintringham; and...

Krystyn Donnelly and students of Legacy High School;
Hassan Wazani and students from the PS/IS 217 Beacon

Letters Policy
The WIRE welcomes letters of local interest 
to the community, and to/from officials.  Re‑
quests for a Name Withheld signature will be 
considered, but the writer’s name, address, 
and phone number must be provided for 
verification and for our records; letters sub‑
mitted anonymously will not be published.  
Submit letters by email to MainStreetWIRE@
usa.net or on a disk left at the desk at 531 
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.  If 
you email, expect a confirming response 
and, if you receive none, resend and call 
212‑826‑9056 to alert us.   Alternatives:  
Typed copy left at 531 Main Street; allow 
extra time for typesetting.  Clearly handwrit‑
ten letters will be considered, if brief.  We 
are not able to take telephone dictation of 
letters.  All letters are subject to acceptance 
and editing for length and clarity.  Recom‑
mended maximum length, 350 words; lon‑
ger letters will be considered if their content 
merits the required space.

Letters deadline for June 2 issue:  Tuesday, May 29, 5:00 p.m.
Earlier submission recommended and appreciated.  Thanks.

To the Editor:
I attended the meeting on Mon-

day, May 14, about the planned 
Cornell-Technion campus on Roo-
sevelt Island. I was impressed by 
the impassioned discussion, and 
particularly by the emerging natu-
ral partnership between those on 
Roosevelt Island who feel they 
have not been consulted enough 
about this project and those work-
ing in solidarity with Palestinian 
people who often feel they are not 
consulted about major decisions 
and policies that affect their daily 
lives. The Cornell campus project 
needs to move slowly and with 
much more community input, and 
Technion – an institution that de-
signs weapons for the Israeli army 
to use against Palestinian civil-
ians – must be dropped from the 
partnership.

Hannah Mermelstein
Brooklyn

To the Editor:
Monday night, a few concerned 

residents invited New Yorkers 
Against the Cornell-Technion Part-
nership (NYACT) to give a presen-
tation to Island residents.  Over the 
past week, we advertised this public 
meeting to residents by handing 
out flyers outside the subway and 
Tram stations, as well as putting 
announcements on public posting 
areas in all residential buildings 
and on outdoor concrete cylinders.  
Many of these flyers were torn 
down over and over again.  And, at 
the last minute, the management of-
fice at one of our residential build-
ings called us to let us know that 
our meeting was being canceled 
because the community room was 
not meant for public meetings.  I 
wonder why it is called a com-
munity room, and where else one 
can hold a public meeting on the 
Island.  Luckily, a local restaurant 
was generous enough to offer us 
a space for our meeting on a few 
hours’ notice and at little expense.

What transpired as the meeting 
began was unimaginable.  It was 
obvious that a few people were 
there just to disrupt the meeting 
and intimidate people into not 
sharing their views.  I am told 
that some of them hold leadership 
positions representing residents 
on the Island.  The program was 
to allow the NYACT speaker to 
give a 15-minute presentation on 
the history of the Technion and the 
goals of NYACT, and then to open 
it up for everyone to share their 
views.  Instead, these few notable 
attendees kept interrupting and 
wouldn’t let the speaker finish.  At 
one point, one individual said she 

was there to be “obnoxious” until I 
told her I would call Public Safety 
to have her removed.  When they 
finally let the speaker finish and it 
came time for discussion, one per-
son would not stop speaking after 
his time had elapsed, and stood up 
and started yelling that he was not 
finished when there were 40 other 
people left to speak.  These are the 
people representing the residents of 
Roosevelt Island?  What a travesty 
of leadership.

Thankfully, by the end, every-
one had a chance to speak, and it 
was obvious that more than half the 
room had legitimate concerns with 
the proposed Cornell-Technion 
campus.  These concerns included 
housing for many of the Goldwater 
patients, who still have no future 
place to live and are worried that 
they may end up in shelters; the 
idea of the Island turning into a 
noisy college-town atmosphere; 
security; transportation; housing; 
and the Technion Institute of Israel, 
an institution that is known for de-
veloping military weapons and is 
complicit in Israel’s violations of 
international law and trampling the 
rights of Palestinians.

As much as folks who are in the 
mayor’s pocket tried to continue 
his culture of intimidation with 
their presence, it was great to see 
that Roosevelt Island residents and 
other concerned New Yorkers had 
the courage to speak up.  Some 
people may stay silent out of indif-
ference or fear when these concerns 
are a world away, but when you 
bring them to our doorstep and in-
volve our families and loved ones, 
don’t expect us to stay silent.

Mohammad Ali Naquvi

To the Editor:
We are pleased to announce the formation of New 

Yorkers Against the Cornell-Technion Partnership 
(NYACT).  We are an ad-hoc coalition of New York-
based students, academics, activists, writers, and con-
cerned individuals, working together to oppose the 
collaboration of Cornell University with The Technion-
Israel Institute of Technology.

Our demands are that the City of New York admin-
istration end the collaboration with The Technion, for 
which $100 million of New Yorkers’ taxpayer money 
has been promised.  We call on Cornell University to 
end its partnership with The Technion, an institution 
that designs military weapons and develops technolo-
gies that are used to drive Palestinians off their land, 
and carry out attacks against people in Lebanon, Gaza, 
and elsewhere.  For these reasons, The Technion is di-
rectly implicated in war crimes and complicit in Israel’s 
violations of international law.  The Technion practices 
institutional discrimination against Palestinian students 
by severely restricting their freedom of speech and as-
sembly, repressing demonstrations for their rights, and 

rewarding Jewish students who, unlike Palestinians, 
perform compulsory military service in Israel.  This 
is in direct contrast to Cornell University’s founding 
values of universalism and inclusion embodied in 
the university’s motto, “any person any study.”  Any 
collaboration with The Technion makes a university 
likewise complicit.

We ask all people of conscience to join us in our 
support of the international boycott of Israeli academic 
institutions and universities, and more generally to 
support the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) 
Movement, as called for by Palestinian civil society.

For more information, and to find out how this 
involves you, please visit our website at the address 
againstcornelltechnion.wordpress.com.

NYACT
nyact@riseup.net

Editor’s note:  Asked to provide a signature for this 
letter, a NYACT representative responded claiming 
the organization is “a broad grassroots organization 
without any hierarchy...  We sign the letter collectively 
as an organization.”

Your Library Needs Your Help
Please:
On your computer, go to NYPL.org.
Sign the petition.
But first – especially if you’re hesitating...
Imagine Roosevelt Island without a library.
No, really.  Imagine it, because it could happen.
There’s a $43 million slice to be 

taken out of the New York Public 
Library’s budget, as things stand 
now, and it’s just possible that, 
when all is said and done, Roosevelt 
Island’s library will be affected.  It 
could be a drop in acquisitions, one less day a week of 
service.  Worst-case scenario?  Closure.  As many as 
12 branch libraries could be closed to cut costs adding 
up to that $43 million.

If you’re not a library user, give some thought to the 
kids who rely on it for a variety of programs.  Some 
parents rely on our NYPL branch as an after-school 
haven for younger family members.  Others know it 
as a place to turn when a bit of fourth-grade homework 

suddenly seems above a parent’s pay grade.
But the simple thought of living in a community 

that has no library...  Well, that’s beyond reason and 
beyond bearing.

And Roosevelt Island has a special reason for mak-
ing a fuss about a budget cut at NYPL.  We’ve been 

hoping and expecting that 504 Main 
Street – that building at the south 
end of the building formerly known 
as Eastwood and now called Roos-
evelt Landings – would become the 
new location for our branch.  For 

NYPL, it’s a capital item, of course, but a $43 million 
cut in either the capital or operating budget is not likely 
to be accompanied by a plan for a library expansion 
and relocation here.

The community has already lost the second floor 
to an space-hungry Child School.  We can’t allow the 
first floor – the designated library floor – to be taken 
away, too.

Please:  Go to NYPL.org.  Sign the petition.

Don’t Blame the Bone
In the opening sequence of 2001 – A Space Odyssey, Arthur 

C. Clarke and Stanley Kubrick imagine a leaping moment in 
human evolution.  Influenced by a monolith, a manlike ape 
picks up a bone and uses it as a weapon.  He kills the leader of 
a rival tribe to regain access to his own tribe’s watering hole, 
and there is a moment of exultation:  He throws the bone into 
the air, where its rotation is matched as the film dissolves to 
a giant space vehicle.

Man has become, in this moment of cinema, a tool user and, 
then, a maker of tools.

Each of us might wish for an opportunity to intervene – to 
reason with the apes and explain that they can share the water, 
share the land, share ideas, and, ultimately, share peace.  Alas, 
it is a film.  We have no role to play.

Of course, there is an analog in reality.  Many analogs, 
actually.

But one of those present-day conflicts has attracted the at-
tention of an off-Island group that would like to blame Israel’s 
Technion for the tools it has devised being used in the conflicts 
of the Middle East.

There is nothing new or startling about knowledge being 
used to create devices that can be used as weapons.  There is 
nothing new about a nation looking to its intellectual strengths 
to defend itself, or to attack its neighbors, even while using 
other intellectual strengths to seek peace.  While applauding 
the seekers of peace, and while understanding the drive to 
defend one’s own nation or tribe, we can lament the use of 
tools in the waging of war.

But we can’t blame the bone.
When a Caterpillar tractor is used to level the home of a 

Palestinian, we can’t blame the tractor.  And when radio-
control technology is used to drive the bulldozer remotely, we 
can’t blame remote-control technology.  And we can’t blame 
the knowledge of how to implement remote controls – or the 
development of that knowledge.

Cornell University’s partnership with Israel’s Technion is 
a pursuit of greater knowledge – the kind of partnership that 
we would have urged upon those apes, given the chance.  
And while it is understandable that the United States or Israel 
would turn to its intellectual strengths for defense (or to at-
tack, when necessary), we should not contemplate punishing 
Cornell or Technion for joining together in the creation of 
knowledge that may be used peacefully as well as, lamenta-
bly, in war.

It is a mistake to try to involve Islanders in a blunt-force 
parsing of how Technion’s resources have been used to cre-
ate systems of destruction.  Don’t blame the knowledge they 
create.  Don’t blame science.

Don’t blame the bone.
DL


