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On December 19, 2011 Mayor Bloomberg announced that Cornell University and its 
partner, The Technion - Israel Institute of Technology, had won a bid for a massive new 

applied sciences and technology campus to be built on Roosevelt Island. This was 
agreed behind closed doors, without consulting staff and faculty at Cornell. 
 
What the public was not told is that The Technion is complicit in Israel’s violations of 
international law and the rights of Palestinians, specifically by designing military 
weapons and developing technologies that are used to drive Palestinians off their land, 
repress demonstrations for their rights, and carry out attacks against people in Lebanon, 
Gaza and elsewhere. For these reasons, The Technion is directly implicated in war 
crimes. Furthermore, The Technion practices institutional discrimination against 
Palestinian students by severely restricting their freedom of speech and assembly, and 

rewarding Jewish students who, unlike Palestinians, perform compulsory military service 
in Israel. This is in direct contrast to Cornell University’s founding values of 
universalism and inclusion embodied in the university’s motto “any person any study.” 
Any collaboration with The Technion makes a university likewise complicit. 
 
In response to the Palestinian call for an academic boycott of Israel in 2004, and the 
subsequent Appeal for Action against the Cornell University Collaboration with The 
Technion in 2012, New Yorkers Against the Cornell-Technion Partnership 
(NYACT) was formed. A coalition of New York-based students, academics, writers, 
activists, laborers, and concerned citizens, we demand: 
 
1. That the City of New York Administration ends this collaboration, for which $100 
million of New Yorkers’ tax-payer money has been promised; 

 
2. That the Cornell University Administration ends its partnership with The Technion, in 
line with the call by the Palestinian Council for Higher Education's request for "noncooperation 
in the scientific and technical fields between Palestinian and Israeli universities." 
 
We ask all people of conscience to join us in our support of the international boycott of 
Israeli academic institutions and universities, and more generally to support the Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) Movement, as called for by Palestinian civil society. 

 
For more information, and to find out how you can help, visit us at: 

 
www.againstcornelltechnion.wordpress.com 

 
Follow us on Facebook 

 
Email: nyact@riseup.net 

http://www.againstcornelltechnion.wordpress.com/
mailto:nyact@riseup.net


What Is The Technion – Israel Institute of Technology? 
 
The mainstream press has supplied little information about The Technion - Israel Institute of Technology 
whenever reporting on the planned Cornell-Technion collaboration in New York City.  Events hosted by 
Cornell and Mayor Bloomberg’s office have also sidelined the issue.  The Technion is not contributing 
financially to this project

]
, and its involvement was kept secret until ten days before the City's deadline for 

proposals after which the Cornell-Technion proposal was speedily approved in what Cathy Dove, Vice 
President of the New Campus, called an “amazing fast tracked progress.”  Why all the secrecy?  
 
1. The Technion is complicit in crimes committed by Israel against the Palestinian people 
The Technion is complicit in ethnic cleansing in the Galilee.  Leading academics from The Technion 
prepared a plan which states that the Jewish “takeover” of the Galilee is an Israeli national priority.  This 
is nothing less than a plan for ethnic cleansing. 
 
2. The Technion is deeply involved in the research and development of weapons and surveillance 
equipment 
 

 The remote-controlled Caterpillar D-9 bulldozer 
The armored bulldozer is an essential weapon of the Israeli occupation, enabling the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) to demolish approximately 25,000 Palestinian homes since 1967. The 
Technion has developed remote-control capabilities for the Caterpillar D-9 bulldozer to enable the 
continued destruction of Palestinian houses, olive groves, and tunnels without any risk to their 
operators. 

  

 Drones as weapons and surveillance devices 
Israel is the single largest exporter of drones in the world.  As part of the Technion Autonomous 
Systems Program, students at The Technion developed the “Stealth drone,” which can fly up to 
1850 miles and carry two 1100-pound “smart bombs.”  TASP also developed the “Dragonfly” 
drone whose 9-inch wing span makes it small enough to easily enter rooms through small 
windows and to send back photos from a miniature camera.   

 
3. The Technion works closely with two of Israel’s largest weapons manufacturers 
 

 Rafael Advanced Systems is one of Israel’s largest government-sponsored weapons 
manufacturers, famous for the “advanced hybrid armor protection system” used on the IDF's 
Merkava Mk4 main battle tank.  Shots were fired from one such tank in April 2008, killing a 24- 
year-old Reuters cameraman and eight Palestinian civilians, aged 12-20. 
 

 Elbit Systems is a major Israeli private weapons research companies.  It is one of two main 
providers of the electronic detection fence, a key component of Israel’s Separation Wall in the 
West Bank, which the International Court of Justice has deemed a violation of international 
law. The Technion opened a center for the development of electro-optics in partnership with Elbit 
in 2008.   

 
4. The Technion gives special treatment to Israeli soldiers while discriminating against Palestinian 
students and stifling political dissent  
The Technion boasts the highest percentage of students serving in the army reserves, many of whom 
form part of the academic elite at Technion and the military elite in the IDF.  Israeli law stipulates that 
universities give special treatment to student reservists, and no Israeli university has ever expressed even 
symbolic opposition to that law.  This practice highlights not only the complicity of Israeli academic 
institutions in the occupation, but also discriminates against Palestinian students, none of whom may 
serve in the Israeli military.  It also discriminates against a small but significant number of Jewish 
conscientious objectors who refuse to serve in the IDF. 
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