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October 31, 2012 

 

The Honorable Carolyn Maloney 
1651 Third Avenue, Suite 311 

New York, New York 10128-3679 

 
Dear Congresswoman Maloney: 

 

While we applaud your track record of defending civil liberties and women’s rights, we are 

deeply concerned about your recent support of Cornell University’s partnership with The 
Technion – Israel Institute of Technology to build a campus on Roosevelt Island.   

 

We understand that New York City needs to invest in education and training opportunities; 
however, this should not come at the expense of others who are not given that chance and who 

suffer human rights abuses.  The Technion partners in the design of military weapons and 

development of technologies that are used to destroy Palestinian houses, farms, businesses and 

government buildings, expropriate their water sources, drive them off their land, suppress 
demonstrations for their rights, and carry out attacks against people in Gaza, the West Bank, 

Lebanon and elsewhere in the region.  The Technion is thus directly implicated in war crimes. 

 
You may not know that The Technion practices institutional discrimination against Palestinian 

students by severely restricting their freedom of speech and assembly and rewarding Jewish 

students who, unlike the majority of Palestinians, perform compulsory military service in 
Israel.  Not only do these facts contradict New York City and New York State non-discrimination 

and equal opportunity laws and Cornell University’s own bylaws.  They directly contrast the 

recently opened Four Freedoms Park on Roosevelt Island, built to commemorate President 

Roosevelt’s goals of freedoms of speech and expression, freedom of worship, freedom from want, 
and freedom from fear.  When President Roosevelt made that speech in 1941, he said that people 

“everywhere in the world” ought to enjoy those four freedoms, a sentiment which surely must 

apply to the Palestinian people, as well as all others.  
 

Now that Cornell NYC Tech has entered into the seven-month Uniform Land Use Review 

Process, there is an urgent need to take a stand.  This review process provides the opportunity to 
express opposition to the partnership with The Technion and to stand up for community interests, 

which have always been at the heart of your work.  We have spoken with many residents and 

workers on Roosevelt Island who feel that their views are being ignored.  They need you to voice 

their concerns, highlighted here in a message we received from a healthcare worker in May this 
year: 

 

“I do not live on Roosevelt Island.  48 weeks out of the year I come five 
mornings per week to work at the nursing facility Goldwater Memorial 
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Hospital.  For a long time we thought Donald Trump had bought the property for 

luxury condominiums.  Then we were told about the college campus 
project.  Now, we learn that the nursing facility is to be torn down …to provide a 

safe haven for the military destroyers created by Technion.  As a health care 

professional you cannot disrespect my life-giving work more than by 

replacing my work with the profession of death and destruction…of national 
supremacy and war mongering.  Your involvement is a welcome increase in 

numbers of those who care about health…and peace.” 
 

We are confident that you will take seriously the important issues raised in this letter. 
As you now seek re-election for an 11

th
 term in Congress, we urge you to reconsider your position 

of supporting the Cornell-Technion partnership, and instead to support human rights. We at 

NYACT are happy to discuss the matter with you in more detail and to supply you with 

additional information about the history of The Technion and Israel should you find that helpful. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Anna Calcutt 

NYACT member 
 

Endorsed by: 
New Yorkers Against the Cornell-Technion Partnership (NYACT) 

Roosevelt Islanders for Accountability and Transparency (RIACT) 

Cornell Students for Justice in Palestine 

Hunter College Students for Justice in Palestine 

Brooklyn College Students for Justice in Palestine 

Muslim Progressive Traditionalist Alliance 

Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP)-New York City 

JVP-Westchester 

Jews for Justice for Palestinians 

Architects and Planners for Justice in Palestine 

Adalah-NY: The New York Campaign for the Boycott of Israel 

WESPAC Foundation 

Committee for Open Discussion of Zionism (CODZ) 

Occupy Wall Street - Global Justice Working Group 

US Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (USACBI) 

Boycott! Supporting the Palestinian BDS Call from Within (BfW) 

Boycott Israeli Apartheid Campaign (BIAC)-Vancouver 

British Committee for the Universities of Palestine (BRICUP) 

International Socialist Organization (ISO) 
 

 

New Yorkers Against the Cornell-Technion Partnership (NYACT) is an ad-hoc coalition of New York-based 
students, academics, activists, writers, and concerned individuals who are working together to oppose the 

collaboration of Cornell University with The Technion – Israel Institute of Technology.  Founding members 

include activists from the US Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (USACBI) and 

Cornell University Students for Justice in Palestine, both of which continue to collaborate with NYACT.  

NYACT works within a wider framework of support that includes additional NYC-based groups as well as 

groups across the US, Canada, Palestine/Israel, South Africa, India, and Europe.  Notably, along with 

Palestine solidarity groups and grassroots and labor activists, several key Jewish groups support the 

NYACT campaign. 


